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AND SWAZILAND

Introduction

My wife and | flew from Heathrow to Johannesburg with Virgin Atlantic it was rather
uneventful flight both ways.

Immigration took two hours to clear

We hired a car from Thrifty / Dollar who had the wrong vehicle ready and tried to fob me off
with a low ground clearance car but eventually we got what we wanted a pick up truck but it
took ages i Thrifty were rubbish, unhelpfuland | wondét be using them agse

Kruger accommodation was booked in advance as were all the night drives on the
SANParks website.

All other accommodation was booked independently in advance.

Temperatures were very high for the first week or so then we had a few days of cooler
temperatures and some rain at times heavyt hen temper atures returned
once again for the last 5 or so days.

Although the trip was largely wildlife focussed we had some touristy things to do as well.
The photos are hyperlinked to larger versions.

Many thanks to both Mike Richardson and Stephen Patemore for their help in planning this
trip and for their help with so identification.

Also thanks to those on www.mammalwatching.com for their help.



http://www.mammalwatching.com/

Diary

3d  November 201 6

After finally getting through immigration and the long delay
getting our piece of junk hire car (pick up truck) we headed
off and after a quick stop for refreshments we headed to
Wonderfontein  Pans recommended as a good
birdwatching site and | was not disappointed the pans held
a good array of ducks, waders and other wetland birds.
Highlights were white backed duck, Maccoa duck, southern
pochard, reed cormorant, spur winged goose. A family of
Yellow Mongoose were the first mammals of the trip. With
the significant delay at the airport we had to bypass the
spectacular Blyde River Canyon which was disappointing.

White Backed Duck

Southern Pochard

The journey went through some impressive scenery and
we spotted a couple of Bontebok / Bleesbok en route but
little else until we got to near Grietjie Nature reserve where
we started to encounter troops of Chcama baboons,
korhaans and even a couple of rabbits of unknown origin.

We arrived at Inyanga Safari Lodge just as dark fell and we Yellow Billed Duck
settled into our rather luxurious bungalow accommodation.
We were the only visitors to the camp so the staff were
very attendant. The three course meal was excellent and
washed down with a refreshing beer. A porcupine was at
the waterhole as we dined, it was still very hot and once we
finished our beer we headed into the reserve for a night
drive. We found a couple of elephants and an African
civet and a scops owl but not much else and we returned Beetle
to camp. Heading for bed we found a massive beetle.

Jacobian Cuckoo, Yellow Pansy, Kirbydéds Dropwing, Village Weave


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31403129882/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31403129962/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31511763766/in/photolist-Q7QSZw-Q1A2vQ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30708889814/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30708889564/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31549838255/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30708889144/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31549838985/in/dateposted/

4t November 2016

We were woken by a knocking at the window, but nothing
was there and half an hour later it happened again, this
time the culprit was present a red billed hornbill attacking
his reflection. Even at this early hour it was hot and |
wandered round the camp birding. Some nice birds
including Lesser striped swallows, red headed weavers,
black backed puffback and a Mocking Cliff Chat to name a
few. Over a leisurely (and very nice) cooked breakfast we
had a couple of rainbow skinks entertain us and a few
butterflies on the flowers. We headed off having a drive
round some of the reserve finding giraffe, waterbuck and
kudu on the way. We refuelled and headed into Kruger
where we quickly found impala, giraffe and many of the
common game species. Birding was good and we had
some nice bateleurs and a few vultures. We stopped at the
Mooiplaas picnic site for a break which was excellent,
several epauletted bats and good numbers of freetailed
bats including one youngster on the floor which | returned
to the roof. Elephants were in the river from the viewpoint
and Bush squirrels were everywhere and plenty of birds
about as well. It was incredibly hot so we stopped in at
Mopani camp for some cold refreshments before
continuing our journey to Punda Maria Camp arriving just
before the curfew our progress slowed by about 300
buffalo blocking the road at one point which proved quite
tricky to pass.

We had something to eat in the restaurant which was good
and the staff were actually quite good. We had to sit
outside in the stifling heat, as it was full inside but the
benefit was a greater bushbaby patrolling the picnic area
but | had no camera and he was gone by the time | got
one. We joined the night drive which only had us as
customers which was good. The guide was actually very
good and after | had spotted the 10"™ Genet he
acknowledged my ability as well. We had a couple of
Lions, 10+ genets including one large spotted,
springhares everywhere, scrub hares a chameleon,
African civet, a couple of Shar p6s
steenbok. | stopped at the waterhole before bed where
elephants and buffalo were drinking and | found a few
frogs in the swimming pool on the walk back to the
bungalow which was stiflingly hot as the air con was not
working.

@amdyseveral k

African El ephant

African Buffalo

African Civet

:

Common House gecko


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30854651853/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31511763516/in/photolist-PTBfMQ-PWBUVR-Q1A2rw-KTrxmY-KTryAG-Jsdxk2-JrxPzG-JmTYPA-JmTYW9-CCNRN3-vFo3Bb-uU3QqN-uczsYB-ucztxH-ucpE5W-uRQK6J-prZHBM-oMCBWp-o2RLVx-o2RLWz-o17yAj-o39ZdZ-nKEozg-nXPqo2-eKP18L-eKP2bJ-eKBzJ4-eKBzHX-eKBzsn-ekkPkS-ekkPdG-dQUXaR-dR1vLC-dR1w7A-dR1wiG-dQUXit-dQUXzr-dQUXnV-dR1w6q-dQUXxT-dQG7Hk-9WhQ1G-9Gprdp-9GprAZ-9GprLP-9GshEy-7n5ttB-6AUNXm-5GP42d-5GP4SJ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31178444680/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30741532974/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30682677623/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30772934343/in/dateposted/

5t November 2016

We were up fairly early we headed north via some of the
unpaved back roads picking up a small group of dwarf
mongooses before arriving at Klopperfontein waterhole
which was alive with animals including a couple of black
backed jackals. Birding was good with a good selection of
small birds rock bunting, blue waxbill lots of red billed
guelea and some nice bee-eaters. We headed to the Pafuri
picnic site which had a few people cooking breakfast with
attendant green vervet monkeys. There were plenty of
birds including a nice fish eagle some pied kingfishers and
in the trickle of a river a few warthog and some elephants
and a nice water monitor lizard. We moved on to Crooks
corner where the river separating South Africa from
Zimbabwe and Mozambique was a mere trickle although
we did find some large pools further down containing a few
hippos. Plenty of Nyala in the area and we also had a nice
Suni. We wound our way south popping back in at
Klopperfontein waterhole where a couple leaving informed
us of a couple of lions under a nearby tree. We made our
way to Shingwedzi camp for some cold drinks and ice
creams the temperature now touching 40°C. We continued
our way South spotting a couple of Eland and a Roan on
our way to Mopani our base for the next couple of days.

We settled in and | was sorting out stuff in the porch and
was hit in the head by something, it was an Angolan
freetailed bat and it was now on the ground but it was fine
and crawled up the wall and flew off. After some food we
joined the night drive which there were 4 people including
us on the vehicle, we were joined by a family who were
insistent on getting 8 people in the remaining 6 spaces and
arguments ensued with the guide and management over
the phone. Eventually things were sorted and some people
went away and we headed off. The guide was new and
was actually pretty hopeless and we stopped for all sorts of
common stuff. | had an argument with the guide who called
hyenas and | corrected her with black backed jackal but
she was adamant they were hyenas until | invited her to
borrow my 10x50 binoculars to confirm and she backed
down realising | had a significant optical advantage. |
located a white tailed mongoose, wildcat and a zorilla
but apart from the wildcat she was so slow in manoeuvring
the vehicle no one else saw them. Back at our bungalow
the light outside had attracted hundreds of moths and a
couple of ladybirds.

Dwarf Mongoose

Nile Crocodile

Common Zebra

Little Green Bee -
eater

Crested Francolin


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30941684053/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31489730731/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31605735475/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31582713055/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31233257260/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31436110152/in/dateposted/

6th  November 2016

We were up very early and the previous evening freetailed
bat came back into roost in our porch, just missing my
head as it returned and | got a few more photos as it
settled in for the day. We joined our guides for the dawn
bush walk and we were the only ones on the walk, so had
a 1:1 guide ratio. We drove a short distance stopping for a
lioness crossing the road right in front of us before arriving
at our destination. This was a dry river bed which still had a
few pools of water scattered along its length. We wandered
down the riverbed and some areas around in and about in
very hot conditions for a few hours. We saw plenty of good
birds and the guides we had were excellent and told us lots
about the plants and insects we encountered. They were
also good birders and we quickly totted up 50 or so species
during our walk including goliath heron, white backed night
heron, violet backed starling, magpie shrike, lots of small
birds sunbirds, yellow bellied eremomela, queleas, willow
warbler, tchagras, mousebirds and a good selection of
raptors. We headed back to camp had a quick drink before
we took a drive out for a few hours encountering a few
ostriches, tawny eagles and several giraffes amongst the
commoner species zebra, wildebeest, impala and the
like. But the heat made it hard work and it was generally
quiet.

Early afternoon we headed back to Mopani for a cold drink
and snack and to relax for a while from the wetlands
lookout. The wetlands had plenty of elephants and a
whole array of storks, egrets, herons and other waterbirds.
A few gulls were present but it was now that | realised my
bird guide, SASOL Birds of Southern Africa 2" Edition did
not contain pages 201-216 which had the gulls and terns
and some waders | took some record shots to aid the ID.
Suitably relaxed and refreshed we joined the sunset drive.
We were again the only customers and one of the
morningés gui des watdp agd ek Wg
had a good drive round spotting plenty of things and we
stopped briefly to talk to some rangers, their tip off
prompted us to head to a waterhole where two white
rhinos were just leaving and we had some nice views of
them before the vanished into the bush. The other side of
the waterhole we found a couple of lions resting in what
was still incredibly hot conditions and couple of hyenas
were cooling off in the waterhole. As darkness fell we
spotlighted all the way back to camp but nothing new was
spotted. After something to eat we had an early night.

White Rhino

Tsessebe

Spider Hunting Wasp


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30796011343/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31466865011/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31489732861/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31489779571/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31489721541/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31489721191/in/dateposted/

7t November 2016

Another early start and we spent the day driving to Satara,
we found the first Southern reedbuck of the trip and a
family of Eland before visiting the Pioneer and Shipandani
bird hides here we had African darters, jacana some
crocodiles and a few hippos. The day was quiet bird wise
but mammal wise we had all the common species but also
located a couple of spotted hyenas feeding on a
waterbuck carcass. We stopped at Oliphants camp for
welcome refreshments as the temperatures soared again
to the high 306s. The camp
and we had amazing views across the river valley. The
camp had a few sunbirds chasing each other in the trees.
The sightings board had leopards and cheetah so we
looked for these sightings along our route to Satara without
success but did find a young white rhino. We arrived at
Satara and had a look for the Scops owl resident near
reception but it had gone AWOL for the last few days and
we did not see it at all during our stay and the resident
wildcat evaded us as well. Some black backed jackals
caused some excitement outside the gate. We had the
night off so had a leisurely meal overlooking the waterhole,
there were dozens of small bats helpfully identified (by a
knowledgeable person who had seen them who we met at
Crocodile bridge) as twilight bats.

African Jacana

Waterbuck

ar


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31458906512/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31458905062/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31233300320/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30741532284/in/dateposted/

8th  November 2016

We were up early and today our mission would be finding
leopard and cheetah, we took the S100 which was full of
lions and we encountered several groups on our journey.
A kori bustard was an excellent find as was a 2 belted
sandgrouse and a gabar goshawk was also spotted. Two
impala ran across the road in front of us at full speed we
waited but no cheetah followed them across the road
which was because it had stopped 200 yards short of the
road. We watched the cheetah for quite a while before
heading back to camp for refreshments. Suitably refreshed
we headed up to Ratelpan Bird hide but the route was
blocked by a large herd of elephants so we turned round
and drove a few other roads. Heading back to Satara we
encountered the first real traffic jam of the trip, a leopard
had an impala in a tree very nice, the young white rhino
was in the same area as the previous evening and as time
was getting on and we had to head back to camp. We got
something to eat and then joined the night drive. The night
drive was poor; we followed another vehicle full of rowdy
drunks so there was very little for us to see apart from
lions and hyenas, although the lions were extremely
close and were very photogenic it was generally a waste of
time.

African Elephant

African Lion


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30895671063/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31549240451/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31291897180/in/dateposted/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/30854654493/in/dateposted/

Leopard

9th  November 2016

We were up early again and had a family of banded

mongooses in the camp, we then headed to the Ratelpan

bird hide which we never reached the previous evening,

bumping into another kori bustard on the way. The bird

hide was quiet but we did have a brown headed parrot, a

shikra and some kingfishers. We carried on and stopped Klipspringer

just past the bird hide for a honey badger in the dry river

bed, the only one of the trip. We stopped for some nice

shake eagles and our first kilpspringers of the trip

encountered on the way.to Oliphants camp for breakfast

The late morning and early afternoon were incredible hot

and not very productive, we only found the common

species of mammal and very few birds, but late afternoon it

cooled down a little and activity increased. The highlight Small Spotted Genet
was a leopard under a tree showing very well, as we

watched something attracted its attention, a steenbok

feeding by the road and the leopard headed off to stalk it

but the steenbok was wise to it and headed off into the

bush. We headed back to camp for dinner and the night

drive whichwas muchbett er than the previous nightés trip

highlights were a nice small spotted genet and a wildcat.
Banded Mongoose


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markhows/31503627352/in/dateposted/

